I got this new plant from the raffle table, now what do I do?

You’ve got this new plant from the raffle table, plant auction, another grower, etc. Now you are
anxiously ready to start its new home with your plant. But WAIT! Now is the time to consider what
you are bringing along with your new find. Bugs? Fungus? Bacteria?

Your New Plant

Before you whisk it away into your collection or growing area, stop and begin with an inspection. It
doesn’t take long for insects to multiply and spread among your existing plants. Look for any critters
hiding in the leave crevices.

Look under the leaves. Also check any blooms. Both are a favorite for mealy bugs and scale. A
magnifying glass can be very useful to spot tiny starts of infestation.

Also look for any leaf damage from fungus or bacteria or from physical damage. You will want to
remove these if significant to prevent further progression.

As many diseases and bugs can be hiding in the growing media, I strongly suggest you remove the plant
from the existing pot. This also allows you a good view of the roots which are critical for the plant
health. It is a good idea to place disposable paper down first to aid in clean up and to stop the spread of
further pathogens and it really helps with clean up following. I have some Isopropyl alcohol out here
for scrubbing off any bugs I find.

After disposing of the media, you can see there is a large amount of dead roots. I watered it just prior so
that I can clearly see the healthy green roots and to prevent the roots from sticking to the pot and
media for easier removal. Dry roots tend to stick to the pot and will break easier.

Trim off any dead or diseased parts first.

Then I mix up some disinfectant and for a smaller plant, used a small plastic container to soak the plant
in. You could also spray the plant instead, but be sure to have it completely wet with the disinfectant.

All disinfectants take some time to work fully. I used Physan 20 at the rate of 2 teaspoons/gallon, which
requires a 10 minute wet contact. I also use it to disinfect the pot if I am reusing it or in this case I used
a pot that had been sanitized prior. In any case, do not reuse the media. Always sterilize any cutting
instruments or use single use blades to prevent cross contamination. You can use Hydrogen Peroxide
3% if you prefer.

After sanitizing the plant, and before repotting, I also spray or drench the entire plant with a systemic
fungicide and pesticide. There are many choices for this and it may depend on whether you are
growing inside or outside in a greenhouse.

Once the plant has been fully treated, repot as normal. If possible quarantine it for a few weeks from
your other plants. I would recommend a 2 week follow up with pesticide of your choice to be applied
after this initial treatment. Mealy bugs can take 6 weeks and up to 2 months to mature. It’s best to stop
them as much as possible in the early stages. As some of the bugs will be in different stages, it is
important for that follow up treatment.
So there you are, your new plant all ready to enter your growing area.

Any further questions, please feel free to contact me as we have several people available to assist in the
mentorship program.
Steve Dorsey
Stevertd2010@gmail.com

